CHAPTER XIV

WHITHER ARE WE GOING ?

THE life and progress of a country are marked by something
more than its political activities. Its commercial, and
industrial enterprise and output, the respect for religion,
the maintenance of justice, and the spread of education,
are factors far more essential to its prosperity and happi-
ness than the possession of a large body of politicians, who
are keen on promoting controversy as the best mode of
advertising themselves. Lord Reading has furnished many
proofs that he has not been blind to this side of Indian life,
and his speeches contain many passages on all these subjects
which reveal the acuteness of his understanding and his
breadth of vision. When he arrived in India the trade
depression was very marked, the reaction from the War
fever was at its lowest ebb, confidence was shaken, exchange
was bad, and discontent was general. Lord Reading came
to preach the gospel of Hope, and in many respects his
wishes and anticipations have been realized.

Almost one of the first questions to which Lord Reading
gave his attention was the proposal to protect Indian indus-
try by a Tariff. As far as was known he was as thorough a
Free Trader as any other member of the old Liberal Party,
but he sanctioned the formation of a Commission to con-
sider and report upon the subject as it bore upon India.
His openness of mind was reflected in the admission that the
question " should not be decided by pre-conceived views
regarding the relative advantages of Free Trade and Pro-
tection, but by consideration of the relative advantages and
disadvantages to India of a change in her fiscal policy/'
The report of the Commission being in favour of the
adoption of a protective tariff, he expressed the opinion that
" an investigation should be made into any particular
industry for the purpose of considering whether it would be
wise in the interests of the country generally to impose a
tariff with regard to that industry for the purpose of
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